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CLAMP is proud to announce “Vintage Underwater Nudes,” an exhibition of hand-painted and 

toned gelatin silver prints from the 1980s by Curtice Taylor. 

In the early 1980s, artist Curtice Taylor purchased one of the first inexpensive, mass-market 

underwater cameras. It was a rudimentary, all-plastic device that required a fresh application of 

Vaseline to its ring gasket each time the camera was sealed. Taylor brought the camera to the Fire 
Island Pines to photograph friends and acquaintances in the swimming pool of his summer share.  

 
During his first shoot, Taylor and a volunteer model submerged themselves in the clear water. The 

session took an unexpected artistic turn when friends on the pool deck playfully tossed a towel into 

the water to disrupt the shoot. Watching the fabric drift past the model in a striking, ethereal fashion, 
Taylor surfaced—not to scold his friends, but to thank them. He immediately instructed them to strip 

the sheets from their beds and throw those into the pool as well. The resulting images of a figure 
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floating underwater, draped in shifting fabric, evoked the classical frescoed ceilings of Renaissance 

and Rococo villas that Taylor had recently visited in Italy. This classical connection was solidified 
when he reviewed the developed prints later that week back in Manhattan. Over the next several 

years, Taylor expanded the series, diving into pools with fabric-draped models across Fire Island; 
Key West, Florida; and Greenwich, Connecticut. 

 

At that point, Taylor had been hand-painting his photographs for some time, so the application of 
paint to the black-and-white prints of underwater nudes was a natural progression. Rather than 

opting for the soft pastel shades typical of early twentieth-century "tinted" photography, Taylor 
applied intense, saturated tones. These vibrant colors enhanced the timeless, weightless quality of 

his subjects. While he hand-painted many of the works, he chemically toned other gelatin silver 

prints, shifting the black-and-white prints into shades of blue. 

Taylor’s work from this era aligns with a broader artistic movement. Hand-painted photography 

experienced a major revival in the 1980s as contemporary creators rejected strict documentary 
realism in favor of mixed-media experimentation. Artists as varied as Gerhard Richter, Pierre et 

Gilles, Peter Beard, and Mark Morrisroe each developed signature techniques to enhance and 

transform their darkroom prints. Taylor’s "Vintage Underwater Nudes" are a notable contribution to 
this innovative period, blending classical art history with the vibrant, expressive energy of 1980s 

queer culture. 
 

________________________ 
 

Curtice Taylor has been a photographer and educator since the early 1980s. His editorial 

photographs have appeared in every major shelter magazine in the US and UK, as well as in many 

books. His book Rescuing Eden, published in 2015, was favorably reviewed by the New York Times. 
His next garden book, Sleepy Cat Farm: A Gardener’s Journey, was published by Monacelli Press in 

the fall of 2021. Taylor has taught at SUNY Purchase, Maine Media Workshop, and recently retired 
after thirty years as a faculty member at the School of Visual Arts. He has lectured at the George 

Eastman Museum, Rochester, New York, and the Museum of Modern Art, New York. He has had 

one-man shows at the Bruce Museum, Greenwich, Connecticut; New York Horticultural Society, 
New York; and OK Harris Gallery, New York. Taylor has been in group shows at Performance 

Space, New York; Lucky Street Gallery, Key West, Florida; and the Leslie-Lohman Museum, New 
York. His images and artwork have appeared on covers for Knopf, Random House, Viking Penguin, 

Harper Collins, and Crown Publishers. His artwork has also appeared on albums and CDs for 

Atlantic Records, Arista, Epic, Columbia, and RCA. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Image: © Curtice Taylor; “Untitled (Underwater Nude 1),” c. 1980s; Vintage hand-painted gelatin silver print (Unique), 
14.25 x 20.625 inches, image. 


