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Solo exhibitions and public installations: 
2021    “Cosmologies,” ClampArt, New York City 
             “Reconstructing the Primordial House,” Iris Project, Los Angeles 
             “Cosmologies,” CAM Raleigh. North Carolina 
            “Infinite Essence: Celestial Liberation,” Curated by Larry Ossei-Mensah, Pittsburgh 
              Pennsylvania 
             “Infinite Essence,” Pittsburgh International Airport, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
             “Infinite Essence,” Silver Eye Center for Photography, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
             “Infinite Essence,” Prizer Arts and Letters, Austin, Texas 
2019     “Limit(less),” Davidson College, Davidson, North Carolina 
2018     “Limit(less),” Wellesley College, Wellesley, Massachusetts 
             “Limit(less),” Middlebury College, Middlebury, Vermont 
2018     “Infinite Essence,” Centre Never Apart, Montréal, Canada 
2017     “Limit(less),” Rainbow House Brussels, Brussels, Belgium 
 
Selected group exhibitions: 
2022     “All That Glitters,” Chautauqua Visual Arts Galleries, Chautauqua, New York (Curated by  
             Erika Diamond) 
2021    “In Relation to Powert: Politically Engaged Works from the Collection,” Nasher Museum of Art,  
            Duke University, Durham, North Carolina 
          “Hazelwood Local: Illumin-Ave,” 5039 Second Avenue, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
            “The Black box test,” August Wilson African American Cultural Center, Pittsburgh,  
            Pennsylvania (Curated by Jessica Gaynelle Moss)  
            “Future Past: Photolucida's Critical Mass Top 50 Group Exhibition,” (Curated by Elizabeth 
             Avedon), Center for Photographic Art, Carmel, California 
2021     “Photo Mural Project | Infinite Essence Series,” CAM Raleigh, Raleigh, North Carolina 
2021     “Art in the Plague Year,” California Museum of Photography, Riverside, California  
2020     “Tate Lates,” Tate Modern, London, United Kingdom 
2020     “Yerevan Biennial 2020,” Yerevan Biennial, Yerevan, Armenia 
2020     “Visualizing Social Isolation and Social Injustices through the Davidson College Art Collection:  
             From Pandemic to Protests,” Van Every / Smith Galleries, Davidson, North Carolina 
2019     “Utopian Imagination,” Ford Foundation Gallery, New York City 
2019     “Mt. Rokko International Photo Festival,” C.A.P. Kobe Studio Y3, Kobe, Japan 
2019     “Three Rivers Art Festival 2019,” Three Rivers Art Festival, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
2019     “FotoEvidence Book Award Exhibit,” Bronx Documentary Center, Bronx, New York 
2019     “World Press Photo Exhibition,” World Press Photo, Amsterdam, Netherlands 
2019      “Owning,” Greater Pittsburgh Arts Council, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
2019      “The Self, Realized: queering the art of self-portraiture,” The Brew House Gallery, Pittsburgh, 
              Pennsylvania 
2018     “Queering the Gaze: Zanele Muholi & Mikael Owunna,” alpha nova & galerie futura, Berlin, 
              Germany 
2017     “Black(s) to the Future: Festival #2,” Petit Bain, Paris, France 
2017     “Limit(less),” Centre Never Apart, Montréal, Canada 
2017     “BLACK NUANCE SHADE, Blank Canvas Gallery, Toronto, Canada 
2016     “Massimadi Art Festival,” Massimadi Photo Gallery, Montréal, Canada 
2015     “I am Atayal (Tayen),” Changhua County Indigenous Peoples Activity Center, Changhua 
              City, Taiwan 
2015     “I am Atayal (Tayen),” Taoyuan County Indigenous Culture Center, Taoyuan, Taiwan 
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2015     “I am Atayal (Tayen),” Wulai Atayal Museum, New Taipei City, Taiwan 
2014     “I am Atayal (Tayen),” Nan’ao Atayal Cultural Museum, Nanao, Taiwan 
2014     “I am Atayal (Tayen),” National Taiwan Museum, Taipei, Taiwan 
 
 
Selected Collections: 
Centre Never Apart, Montreal, Canada 
Davidson College Van Every / Smith Galleries, Davidson, North Carolina 
Duke University Pratt School of Engineering, Durham, North Carolina 
Equal Justice Initiative, Montgomery, Alabama 
Middlebury College Museum of Art, Middlebury, Vermont 
Museum of Fine Arts Houston, Houston, Texas 
Nasher Museum of Art, Durham, North Carolina 
National Taiwan Museum, Taipei, Taiwan 
Duke University Library, Durham, North Carolina 
Hennepin County Libraries, Minneapolis, Minnesota 
Iowa State University Library, Ames, Iowa 
Metropolitan Museum of Art Library, New York City 
School of the Art Institute of Chicago Library, Chicago, Illinois 
Umeå University Library, Umeå, Sweden 
University of Liverpool Library, Liverpool, United Kingdom 
University of North Carolina Chapel Hill Library, Chapel Hill, North Carolina 
University of North Carolina Charlotte Library, Charlotte, North Carolina 
University of North Carolina Greensboro Library, Greensboro, North Carolina 
Wayne State College Library, Wayne, Nebraska 
 
 
Books and Catalogues: 
2021     Cosmologies, Mikael Owunna, Marques Redd, and Ajamu X, ClampArt 
           Crisis Contemplation, Barbara Ann Holmes, Center for Action & Contemplation| ISBN: 978-1- 
           623050-55-9 
2020     Black in the Middle: An Anthology of the Black Midwest, Edited by Terrion L. Williamson, Belt 
             Publishing | ISBN: 978-1-948742-69-6 
2019     Limitless Africans, Mikael Owunna, FotoEvidence | ISBN: 978-1-7324711-2-2 
2018     Flash Forward 2018: Emerging Photographers from Canada and the World, Magenta 
             Foundation | ISBN: 978-1-926856-15-5 
 
 
Film: 
2021     Obi Mbu (The Primordial House): An Igbo Creation Myth, Directed by Mikael Owunna and 
             Marques Redd 
 
 
Documentary Appearance: 
2021     DIGITAL DOCS: LIMITLESS, WQED Pittsburgh, Directed by Ash Warren | Role: Mikael Owunna 
             as self. (Nominated for a 2021 Mid-Atlantic Emmy for Arts/Entertainment—Short Form  
             Content) 
 
 
Selected Awards, Grants, Fellowships: 
2021     Iris Project Residency, Iris Project, Los Angeles, California 
2021     Idea Furnace, Pittsburgh Glass Center, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
2021     The Silver List, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
2020     Independent Publisher Book Award for Gay/Lesbian/Bi/Trans Non-Fiction  
2020     Obi Mbu (The Primordial House): An Igbo Creation Myth, The Pittsburgh Foundation & The 
             Heinz Endowments: Advancing Black Arts in Pittsburgh  



2019     Infinite Essence, Greater Pittsburgh Arts Council: Lift Grant  
2019     Limitless Africans, The Pittsburgh Foundation: A.W. Mellon Educational and Charitable Trust 
             Fund  
2019     Limitless Africans, The Heinz Endowments: Charitable Trust Fund  
2019     Limitless Africans, The Pittsburgh Foundation & The Heinz Endowments: Investing in  
             Professional Artists  
2019     Limitless Africans, The Fine Foundation  
2019     Limitless Africans, The Opportunity Fund  
2019     NPR: Favorite Photos & Illustrations of 2019, Washington, D.C., USA 
2019     Photolucida: Critical Mass Top 50 | Portland, OR, USA 
2019     YWCA Racial Justice Award: Creativity and Innovation Award | Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
2019     Taylor Wessing Prize: Long List | London, United Kingdom 
2019     Three Rivers Art Festival: Juror’s Award | Pittsburgh, PA, USA 
2019     FotoEvidence Book Award with World Press Photo | Amsterdam, Netherlands 
2018     Kathryn Davis Fellowship for Peace, Middlebury College | Middlebury, Vermont 
2018     Photolucida: Critical Mass Top 200 | Portland, Oregon 
2018     Review Santa Fe | Santa Fe, New Mexico 
2018     Magenta Foundation Flash Forward 2018 | Toronto, Canada 
2018     CDS Documentary Essay Prize: Finalist | Durham, North Carolina 
2018     Robert Giard Fellowship: Finalist | New York City 
2018     New York Times Portfolio Review | New York City 
2017     Best Portrait, Head On Photo Awards: Semi-finalist  
2012     Fulbright Scholarship, U.S. Fulbright Commission 
2009     Rothermere Scholarship, Oxford University 
2008     Angier B. Duke Scholarship, Duke University  
 
 
Selected artist talks: 
2022     SF Camerawork, San Francisco, CA, USA | Towards Eternal: Reflections on Black Futurity and  
           Imagining 
2022     Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra, Pittsburgh, PA | Origin Stories 
2021     Caltech, Pasadena, CA, USA | Black Transfigurations: Engineering, African Cosmologies &  
           Visual Media 
2021     Griffin Museum of Photography, Winchester, MA, USA | Cosmologies: The Exhibit and the 
             Catalogue to Make It Eternal  
2021     California Museum of Photography, Riverside, CA, USA | Infinite Essence 
2021     Prizer Arts and Letters, Austin, TX, USA | Infinite Essence 
2021     Dartmouth College, Hanover, NH, USA | Art and the Transfiguration of Police Violence 
2021     Duke University, Durham, NC, USA | Black & LGBTQ+ at Duke - A Journey in Resilience and  
             Progress 
2021     SF Camerawork, San Francisco, CA, USA | In Conversation: Mikael Owunna and Jonathan  
             Calm 
2021     Duke University, Durham, NC, USA | Left of Black: Exploring Black Cosmologies Through the  
             Art of Mikael Owunna 
2020     Tate Modern, London, United Kingdom | Tate Lates 
2020     University of Pittsburgh Medical Center, Pittsburgh, PA, USA | Global Health Equity Lecture  
             Series 
2020     Colby College, Waterville, ME, USA | Panel: Disrupting Norms of Representation 
2020     Indiana University Bloomington, Bloomington, IN, USA | Indiana Switchgrass 
2020     August Wilson African American Cultural Center, Pittsburgh, PA, USA | Lit Fridays 
2020     SF Camerawork, San Francisco, CA, USA | SF Camerawork Artist Showcase 
2020     Van Every / Smith Galleries, Davidson, NC, USA | Artist Talk with Mikael Owunna, Katyayani  
             Singh, and Shan Kelley 
2020     University of Pittsburgh School of Engineering, Pittsburgh, PA, USA | PITT STRIVE 
2020     The Heinz Endowments, Pittsburgh, PA, USA | We Can Be Podcast (S03EP01) 
2020     TEDx Trinity College, Hartford, CT, USA | Transcending the Body 
2020     Fotografiska New York, New York, NY, USA | Limitless Africans: Panel  
2019     University of North Carolina - Chapel Hill, Chapel Hill, NC, USA | Reimagining the Black &  



             Queer Body  
2019     Duke University Center for Documentary Studies, Durham, NC, USA | Limitless Africans  
2019     Davidson College, Davidson, NC, USA | Limitless Africans  
2019     University of Minnesota Twin Cities, Minneapolis, MN, USA | Black in the Middle Symposium  
2019     Middlebury College, Middlebury, VT, USA | Limitless Africans  
2019     Griffin Museum of Photography, Winchester, MA, USA | Limitless Africans  
2019     Museum of the African Diaspora, San Francisco, CA, USA | Limitless Africans  
2019     World Press Photo, Amsterdam, the Netherlands | Crisis Ethics: Social Justice in Photography 
2019     Black Archives, Amsterdam, the Netherlands | Reimagining the Black Body 
2019     Columbia Law School, New York, NY, USA | Speaker: Paul Robeson Conference 
2019     University of North Carolina - Charlotte, Charlotte, NC, USA | Keynote Lecture: Art History  
             Symposium 
2019     The Light Factory, Charlotte, NC, USA | Finding Your Artistic Voice 
2018     Duke University, Durham, NC, USA | Finding Your Artistic Voice 
2018     Center for Documentary Studies, Durham, NC, USA | Guest of Honor: 2018 
2018     Wellesley College, Wellesley, MA, USA | Limit(less) 
2018     alpha nova & galerie futura, Berlin, Germany | Queering the Gaze 
2017     Paris Institute of Political Studies – Reims, Reims, France | Limit(less) 
2017     Sune Jonsson Center of Documentary Photography, Umeå, Sweden | Limit(less) 
2017     Hamilton College, Clinton, NY, USA | Limit(less) 
2017     Centre Never Apart, Montréal, Canada | Limit(less) 
2016     American University, Washington, DC USA | Limit(less) 
2016     Harvard Law School, Cambridge, MA, USA | Limit(less) 
2016     World Social Forum 2016, Montréal, Canada | Limit(less) 
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2018     French Language (Advanced), Middlebury French School | Middlebury, Vermont 
2017     French Language (Intermediate), Middlebury French School | Middlebury, Vermont 
2012     Biomedical Engineering and History (B.S.E), Duke University | Durham, North Carolina 
 
 
 
 


