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ClampArt is proud to present “Remember
When You Loved Me?,” an exhibition of
dramatic, black-and-white photographs by
artist Victor Cobo. The show is Cobo’s first
solo exhibition in New York City.

Through his photography, Victor Cobo paints a
dark, sometimes sinister world of ambiguity.
At turns autobiographic and then entirely
fabricated, he weaves blustery landscapes
with high-contrast figurative imagery
including animals, self portraits, and female
subjects of adoration, awe, and dread. His
lurid and playful melodramas address the
primal mysteries of sex, birth, death,
damnation, and salvation.

Born in 1971 to a Spanish mother and an

American father, Cobo is a self-taught photographer who draws inspiration from Surrealism, Film Noir, and
German Expressionism. Repeated visits to The Museo del Prado in Spain with his taxi-driving grandfather and
seeing midnight thrillers in Florida with his dad as a child changed his life.

Cobo writes: “When | was four years old my parents went through a torturous divorce. My father had been using
all manner of drugs including heroin and was an acute alcoholic as well. The relationship had been abusive,
often to the point of serious violence, and finally my mother had no choice but to flee with me. .. As a child | was
sent to visit him during summer breaks from school. Each day he would insist that we go out and take
photographs of each other. Years later | realized the pictures he was making were illustrations of an imaginary
relationship with me that he had created in his mind.” Today, Cobo explains, “[Tlhe private universe that reveals
itself in my work is my own mechanism of escape.”

In 2016, L'Artiere Edizioni Books published the monograph Exit Pleasure with an introduction by celebrated
photographer Larry Fink, in which he touches upon the importance of ritual in Cobo's imagery: “This was work
which was drawn to its subject by bloodletting maggots, cleansing leeches, not to mention a certain odd
classicism. It was informed by art, but art was not the point, ritual was. . . But, there is no escape from ritual.
There is no release from pleasure. There can be no moral pain in an underground throbbing. But therein lies
absence, dark frivolity, heavy breathing, a sodden wink. Exit pleasure—enter pain.”

In 2007 Victor Cobo’s photographs were included in “Masters of American Photography” at the Amon Carter
Museum of American Art with William Eggleston, Robert Frank, and Lee Friedlander. In 2010 Cobo’s works were
included in "Hauntology” at the Berkeley Art Museum and Pacific Film Archive, alongside such artists as
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Francisco Goya, Francis Bacon, and Diane Arbus. The
exhibition was curated by Scott Hewicker and Lawrence
Rinder. His works are represented in the permanent
collections of the Akron Art Museum, Akron, Ohio; Amon
Carter Museum of American Art, Fort Worth, Texas;
BAMPFA, Berkeley Art Museum & Pacific Film Archive,
Berkeley, California; Center for Photographic Art, Carmel-
by-the-Sea, California; Museum of Fine Arts, Houston,
Texas; Oregon Center for the Photographic Arts, Portland,
Oregon; Photographic Center Northwest, Seattle,
Washington; and William Benton Museum of Art, Storrs,
Connecticut; among others.

For more information and images please contact Brian Paul
Clamp, Principal, or see www.clampart.com. Gallery hours
are Tuesday through Saturday, 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

Image 1: © Victor Cobo, “To All the Ones that Come and All the Ones that
Go, San Francisco Twins Now Deceased,” San Francisco, CA, 2007, Archival
Piezography pigment print [Edition of 5+ 1 APJ, 8 x 10 inches.

Image 2: © Victor Cobo, “Cuddles,” San Francisco, CA, 2008, Archival
Piezography pigment print (Edition of 5+ 1 APJ, 14 x 11 inches.



