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ClampArt is pleased to announce the opening of
“AnOther Expedition: Monet’s Garden,” Pipo
Nguyen-duy’s first solo show in New York City.
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These cyanotype prints of botanical specimens were
made by Vietnamese-born artist Pipo Nguyen-duy in
Claude Monet’s garden. Nguyen-duy was awarded a
grant from The Wallace Foundation and The
Reader’s Digest Association to live and work in the
garden in Giverny, France.
Samples were laid directly on to sheets of paper
sensitized with a mixture of Ferric ammonium
citrate and Potassium ferricyanide. After the
chemistry was allowed to dry, the specimens were
exposed by contact with sunlight and then processed
there on site.
When displayed, “AnOther Expedition” is a simulated
natural history museum installation of a fictitious
Vietnamese colonial expedition to France. This
installation includes the cyanotype prints of flora
specimen as well as water, soil, and other physical
elements that were collected from Monet’s garden.
The intention is to subvert the historical European
Gaze on Asia, to deconstruct the invention of photography as a colonial tool, and finally to question the
authority and validity of Western cultural institutional practices.
Pipo Nguyen-duy was born in Hue, Vietnam. Growing up within thirty kilometers of the demilitarized zone
of the 18th Parallel, he describes hearing gunfire every day of his early life. He later immigrated to the
United States as a political refugee.
Nguyen-duy has taken on many things in life in pursuit of his diverse interests. As a teenager in Vietnam,
he competed as a national athlete in table tennis. He also spent some time living as a Buddhist monk in
Northern India. Eventually Nguyen-duy earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in economics at Carleton
College. He then moved to New York City, where he worked as a bartender and later as a nightclub
manager. Finally, Nguyen-duy earned a Master of Arts in Photography, followed by a Master of Fine Arts in
Photography, both from the University of New Mexico at Albuquerque.
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Nguyen-duy has received many awards and grants including a prestigious Guggenheim Fellowship in
Photography; a National Endowment for the the Arts; an En Foco Grant; a Professional Development Grant
from the College Arts Association; a National Graduate Fellowship from the American Photography
Institute; a Fellowship from the Oregon Arts Commission; a B. Wade and Jane B. White Fellowship in the
Humanities at Oberlin College; and three Individual Artist Fellowships from the Ohio Arts Council. He
participated as an artist-in-residence at Monet’s garden through The Lila Wallace-Reader’s Digest Artists
at Giverny Fellowship; as an artist-in-residence at the Headlands Center for the Arts in Sausalito,
California; and participated in Light Work’s Artist-in-Residence program.
Nguyen-duy has lectured widely and his work is part of many public collections in the United States,
Europe, and Asia. He is currently a professor teaching photography at Oberlin College in Oberlin, Ohio.
For more information and images please contact Brian Paul Clamp, Director, or see www.clampart.com.
Gallery hours are Tuesday through Saturday, 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Image: © Pipo Nguyen-duy, “Untitled L30,” 1998, Cyanotype (Unique), 15 x 11.5 inches.

