Like test pilots, flight attendants for commercial air-
lines wear distinct colors and iconography. Although most
basic attendants’ uniforms, regardless of the airline, are
styled in much the same way, scarves, aprons, hats and
other accessories serve to distinguish the different car-
riers. In FLIGHT ATTENDANTS (PowerHouse Books, $35),
with photographs by Brian Finke and short essays by Alix
Browne and Alison Nordstrom, these international air-
borne hosts and hostesses are captured in vivid color, as
though for a fashion supplement.

Finke — who documented two other emblematic Ameri-
can groups, cheerleaders and football players, in “2-4-6-8"
— became obsessed with a “nomadic tribe, distinguished
by its own language, mannerisms and uniforms,” writes
Browne, the deputy style editor of The New York Times
Magazine. Yet few professional groups have been more
stereotyped than stewardesses, and the playful, startling
photographs in this book do little to counter the notion
that rather than representing a cross section of the popu-
lation, female flight attendants are all pretty, perky fash-
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