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ART

own Shows Its Face, if Not Its Reputation

By EVA HAGEBERG

Virom, Tex
i HE omly thing that's Black and
white in e ook s thi ooder of the
phosmgraphs,” said Billy Hartman,
a Ihoyearald |felong resident of
this small town “You coulde’t pet
anyrhang out of the book 58 being pﬂ:.udm"
Mot all of Mr. Hariman's neighbors are in-
linasd B g rise
The hook ks “Hoagh Ei;r.]ul:"" The m-
rapher & Dave Aldersoh, a former commanies-
Lionr aide 0 the Clinton 'White House and “MTV
(honse of Lose™ tour manager, Amd ihe iown is
Vidor, popuilation 10440, whose Labyrimthine
Back rasds spread oul from Interstate [, abou
mn hosar sned & hall east of Houston
Ther 2000 Consus Listod wight black ressdends
i Widor, of one-lonth of | peroent of chy pop-
wlateon. It was ihe soemne of & 1N Hrotest. against
an attempl o integrate & local housing projpect,
and 1 B the hosmetown of James Byrd Jr, a
biack ean wiho, the day alter be moved out of
Wiidar, was dragpsd 16 his death 6 nearby Jas-
per. The town has a mystsque both nationally
and kscally as & surviving bastion of the Ko Klux
Klam. Therre hasn't been a racially motivabed in
cident in Vidor in years, yef when it's memtioned,
many Houston residents still respond with wamnm-
Ings, concerm ard jekes ahosl white hoods
Mr. Anderson save the photograpgha in the
g, prablished im October by Dewi Lewis, came
ol of the affectson be developed for the small
lowmn, he comssders them largely sympathedsc
porirayvals of the beauty he sees in Dfe “chose to
thee Bsoonee,™ aes hee paut it
Bur many redidents Bave mesponded wilk
rFascor, to Mr. Anderson directly, in ondime for
wms, and with phone calls to hs Housion gallery
On ber MySpace page Ashley Hummends postisd
amn essay shee ad wWritien o response (o he bk
SOme resioents Began using the (ithe of the ook
a an epithet. On Kim MoGrill's MySpace page
Jessbcn Jaeger, 20, el a comment, part of which
Fead . “Face i) Yiou just aren't that smseart! You
shotakd have been featured in the Rough Beaaty
il 1 Jarmes MoCullar, & Zeyear-old Vidor res-
idend, started a thread on the MySpace “Vidor-
ians" group, where he referred (o Mr, Anderson
a4 =3 poke jusi irying to make o dollar off our
——
The complainds rarely mentsned the phobos
— many were responding simply to the hook's
eREMENOE = Bl redllect what (urms out o Be &
loEg-sianding and comex relationshap the town
has with the cutskde workl Vidor, as the soc sk
gt Jim Logwoen, sgthor of “Sandoen Towms: A
Hidden Dimsenason of Amerncan Hacomm, s, is
& tpwrm that “takes the beat™ for what he foand 1o
e many other racially chargsd towrs i Tegas
ane] the rest of Amenica
Vidar is well awane of 14 fepulaissn. Fes.
dents were penerally wary of a reporber’s age
proaches, And asked, invariably, if ibe resaliing
artiche would fnally be the one bo show Vidor s
pood side. They were tired of misrepresentation,
ey samd
Reagh Bemiy™ is Mr, Anderson's first pub-
lished bl o phodigrapiiy. A self described “uge
por middle chass white boy,” he 15 36, and took his
farsl pecture only four years ago, afver o Tlier
{rom the Intermational Center for Photograpy
made 118 way fo his New York Cily apartment
He becamse smitten with photography, guil his
jolr mnd moved 1o Beaumost to sfedy wilk the
lexas photographer Keith Carter
Mr. Anderson sakd that hizs Vidor project
Erew ol of an assignareent I Mr, Corter's class
Each stiadent was askod to wrile diwi 8 Seeme
that had mever boen told oo anyone (Mr. Ane
derson ocomlends that bis wWEs “prelly stupid™),
drop the paper m & hal amd pick oul someone
cise’s secrel o photograph. Mr. Anderson pulled
il @ peeoe of papeT that read, 1" m more scared
chunim | book . ™
A Triend Suggested (et o fulfill the as-
signimeend, Mr, Andersed just go up ihe road o
Widar, the town wislth the Klan legacy. 5o in A
pucst T3 he wisied, casmeera n hand
“N past drowe aroumd,” he said 8 8 recent ine

-

What's wrong with these pictures? Even
the photographer himself wonders.

terview “wooking Tor things | founsd mieoestng ™
Mr Anderson photographed childeen swinging
oft & barrel, that year's Limle Miss Barbecue
e and dags. He ook & picture of & woman,
Janine Edpell, wha hod lost castody of ber chil-
direm and who, as he pat it, “poured all of her love
imto her animals = He photographed a father and
s, lattoned with what might be s Klas symbol

Ard he shatl Mr. Hartman, (he maverick in-
verdor and craftsman who provided many of the
gquidalions that appear facing the images in
“"Rough Beauty ™ The workd wasn't born toowe
ek amyribing. 1E was bodm fof sodmeadis 10 30 Sodrsh-
thing om.” “Vou know whal the delinsion of &
hrat 57 The Kkl next door just like Yo ™

Mr. Anderson has sasd, =1 developed such afs
lectson Bor the bown ™ 0i is a lise be has of fered
repratedly in imberviews 0 New York and Hos-
o, in part io oourter the charge that kis work is
PalrOmENE, lourisiic and exploitative

Lome ressdents of Vidor are ushappy that
Bis hoaik Pocusesd afi Che [OPT'S poreTTy whien il
has m maddle class; oibsers afe unBappy that be is
Bringing atténten o their own ol all, and as-
Ui the book i an expose of Vidor's raciam
M. Andersom has Bsen criticieed for romanticie-
AR the poor for being lazy. and for becoming on-
armenresd ol & lide that b coishd P T SR &I

When he schedubed 8 book signang in Hous-
tah, Lisa Fanlay, posfung a comment on Ms
MeGirdi™s page, wrote: =1 say we profest it? How

FLRar
S0 M. Anderson expected & prolest when an
exhibition of “Rough Beauty™ photographs

opened in Housion Last momth. 5o ded the gallery
owners, Rathloen amd Andrew Clark of Wa-
bermark Fime Aris, “Weve feceivid IBreabening
preonee Calls™ Ma Clark said, manutes before a
private callisciors” apening and pane] distussion
on Feb 16 “We've hired securily.”

Druring the pabdic Speming he nexl &vening
EVETYORG WAS mervonls. Bul Mr. Anderson didn't
et i abiiw 5is B Sighoed Books amd chatied with
phetographers who had come 10 support his
wark, art enthusiasis who had come (o admire i
aned collec tors whao hasd come bo by

Eeactions to the abow were maxed. Phofos.
raphy enthusiasd s unfamiliar wilh Vidor pradwed
Mr. Andersom for the formal compessson of his
pictures, while those Tamaluar wath the wn emd-
ed o focus on the location, “They'te nice,™ said
Jonmhan Meadows, 36, 5 paifber wha grew ap in
rearby Froderickaburg, when inttially asked
wisal hee 1hought. Whaen todd that the photographs
Fad B Laken in Vedor, Mr. Meadows Iasghed
amd elarified his resction. A few are beautifal ™"
e sadd “But they're not beaatiful in the trae
senae of ke word ™

Michae] Kennaugh, 42, said he liksd Mr. An
derson's projects bat could not avoid some pois-
ed advioe on hearing aboul & reporter™s rip o
Vidor ihe mexi morning: "Make sure wios have &
Full tank of gas™

But im the end profesters did ot msterial-
oo

When Vidorans began responding 10 the
hol, Mr. Anderson said, be was sarprised that
many af them mentioned that their Lown 5wl
racint e said that race was newver kis focas, and
that of the book™s 119 pheslographis, only cne — a
peciure ol a burned-oal oroess — explically ad-

dressed Vidor's pepalation as 8 Klan-friendly
ROPwTL

Mevertheleas [ Fesporius Koefe feluffing
b e isur of race, When his photographs wene
whaowrs in Mew York last Fall & visitor asked if the
image of a white cat and a ack cat, separabed
by a garden hose, wat & ooded indictment of
Vidor's racial politics. Theee monibs laber. 51 &
slsdeshow A e Unbeersiny of Housten diring
wihich he explained all the ofher pictures shown,
M. Anderush ikippid over thal one without
commimeent. He was expecling, as he had ab the
galbery opening, Vidor residents io aitend

The fallost from Mr, Anderson™s project
shivars that photographic representalion — [ar-
ricularly of race, poverty of class — remaing a
bt Thee profilem focuses on infention. An-
pry Vudorians have Largely viewsd Mr. Ander
s s work ns & docamentary and criticiped kim
for his laXimeds A8 4 pournalsl, while Mr. An-
il poanfs ol that Ris 1% an “ethereal portran
of a place,” an “essay™ aboud a "floating state of
i

Which isn"l the easiesl way b assuape oo
[Pk vk ik iy heanvoe Beeen madigned

“These things are constantly ander acrimo-
nigias debate,” said Lawrse Daklbeerg, a professor
at Bard College who specializes in the history of
phatography. She described fwo camps of ploe
fographers: those who focus on the aesibetic of &

Pk il o | Lasgil 1Y, N Yol Ep

pictare, and those wia have a political or ha-
manilanan aim. “The pholographer 15 im an n-
iraciable bind,~ shé sabd, cilifig Wailker Evans
ars] Dhane Arbas &8 amists who had bseen sims-
larly eriticibed lof explodang those they pho-
tographed. “You can't possibly please every-
e, ™
Cosncidentally the hale spiech incident of
ihi coemeedian Michasl Rechards Brought Mi. An-
derson's work back into the fray lade last year.
The CHN program “Faula Zahn Now"™ showed &
repart infended to lake the temperature of
American racial politkcs ioday, With Mr. An-
derson’s book o fector in the deciasm, the seg-
meent's produscers fooused on Vidar,

The cormespondent Keith Oppenbeim infers
viewed a white woman Irom Vidor who said of
hlack people, =1 don't mind being friends with
them, talicing and staff like that, but as far as
mingling and eating with theen, xll that kind of
stull, that’s where | draw the line™ That com-
menl Was subsaqeenlly euesd as & starting podnt
for a distussion on race in America on the Na-
tsanal Pablic Fadio program “News and Motes ™

Mr. Anderson sakl he was surpried by the
arorm his project Wamed. His carosity, and his
willingness o represent Yidor in & new lght,
Rave nod been rewarded, he oomc leded

“1 thank amiscally w's problematec,” e
sanl “There have been &0 many Sirong reactons
that | don't want {0 overcompensate on fulone
projecis.” Yef Mr. Anderson seems undaunted
For hits next serwes be finds himself once sgain
drawn o difficult subjects bike rece and pov-
erty: He & carrently searching for Beauly in
Mew Oirleans

Some images from
Dave Andersons
hu:n}:_. FH.I!HJ“I‘l
Beauty.” Far left,
Little h|1lﬁ:. .I‘Ln.rhn L
Queen of 2003 and
Janine Edgell with
Ferr et r.nhl:il_ mt left
“Relaxing With the
Liubdirys,” and ai
I, ".ll.lj.g Rdinig.



